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Synopsis

Civil rights leader Jose Gutierrez chronicles the life of Severita Lara, a little-known female activist in
the Hispanic Civil Rights Movement. Lara’s ascent from a willful child to the mayor of Crystal City,

Texas all began with the Crystal City High student walkout in 1969.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 6 Up-Several chapters cover Lara’s childhood and early teen years in Crystal City, TX,
including the summer she and her sister spent as migrant laborers. The chapter devoted to the
29-day 1969 school boycott that she organized to bring national attention to equal rights for Chicano
students is the most inspiring part of this biography. Lara married her high school sweetheart and
had a child before she graduated. After she accepted a scholarship and spent time in Mexico as a
medical student, she and her husband parted ways. Eventually they reconciled and the author
chronicles their roller-coaster relationship. Lara is an important figure whose rise to political power
despite the nonacceptance of her heritage and gender needs to be told. However, this book does
not do her justice. The author is a noted writer for adults, but he has not yet found his voice for
youth. At times, the writing is choppy and pedestrian and some important details are told after the
fact or connecting pieces are left out. Six black-and-white photos illustrate the various stages of
Lara’s life. An epilogue includes a Web site where readers can learn more and listen to Lara tell

some of her story. Purchase this in areas where short biographies of important Hispanic heroes are



needed and hope that a better-written volume is yet to come.-Linda L. Plevak, Saint Mary’s Hall,
San Antonio, TX Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All

rights reserved.

Authors and TACHE members Jose Angel Gutierrez and Natalia Verjat Gutierrez have researched
numerous records and combed the archives at the University of Texas-Austin to help tell the
TACHE story. They are thankful for other TACHE members who have shared their photographs to

document and preserve the organization’s history.

lts my book for school what can i say.
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